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NATURA-Z Researchand educationfor biodiversity conservationsocietyaimsto

research preserveand protect the environment,including natural areas,protected
natural areas, natural and scientific reserves,natural and national parks, nature
monumentsprotectedspecieswild faunaandflora in Romaniaandabroad research
andthe protectionof the nationalarchaeologicaheritage aswell asthe study of the

interactionof the aforementioneavith the sociccultural environmentthe ecological
educationof the population for sustainabledevelopmentand the promotion of

ecotourism
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1. Wetland occupancy by Anatidae species in Danube Delta

In 2019 we startedan importantresearchproject focusedon wetland occupancyby Anatidaespecies(ducks,
geeseruddys,swans.etc). This projectis designedo highlight the threatsencounteredby thesespeciesaiming
the evaluationof populationhealth and targetingthe elaborationof conservationmeasuredor the affected
species

2. First scientific study of Magallana gigaspopulations (Pacific oyster) from the Romanian Black Sea

coast.

Native from the Eastern pacific this species is world wide used used in aquaculture being considered in
many areas as a invasive specids August 2017, the divers members of our team descovered two populatiol
of this species at the Romanian Black Sea coast line, therefore we started to study closeley the presence of
species and the biological and ecological features.

Wild Pacific oyster Magallana gigas (Thunberg, 1793) populations in
Romanian Black Sea watersi friend or foe?
in colaboration with the National Museum of Natural History

https://travaux.pensoft.net/article/49074/download/pdf/
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3. The study ofFalco vespertinusolonies in the Dobrogea region, in the context of reducing the number
and proper nesting lands due to deforestation and land use reconversion.

The redfooted falcon is a social species present in the southern and eastern continent of Europe, nesting in
colonies. In our country we can observe it in the hills and plains mainly in the west and east areas of the co
It feeds mainly on insects that they capture in flight. Populations of this species are declining due to defores
in nesting areas, intensification of agriculture, use of pesticides, etc. A program for the conservation of the n
population in Hungary and the West of Romania took place through a LIFE project where a partner in Roma
was the Milvus Group, so we collect the necessary data to start a similar project in Dobrogea

4. FIOP1 Fresh Ideas for Old Problems

Supporting young students or early career researchers in designing, conducting and completing a project th
involves innovative ideas for solving environmental problems.

The year 2019 was a year full of beautiful achievements of this project in which we managed to sponsor 5 p
for 4 young researchers. We will talk about the winners and their achievements in the following chapters

5. JJR- Junior Jurasic Ranger
Project of ecological and sociological education through involvement of pupils in
research and environmental protection activities within the Nauyssociation.
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6. The Natura-Z series- of the PocketGuide - for theidentificationof flora andfaunaspeciesn Romania

A seriesthatwill bedividedinto groups This yearwe startedwriting the serieswhichwill be publishedassoonas
possible The guideswill be distributedin two ways As a donationto variousinstitutionssuchas (universities,
researchnstitutes,schools Jibraries,etc) but alsofor saleto the generalpublic interestedn knowing nature The

fundsthusobtainedwill bedirectedto projectsthatsupportthe purposeof theAssociation

7. PPM - environmentally friendly products - this yearwe starteda new promotionanddistributionprojectboth
by saleand free of chargeof natural products,biodegradableand/ or reusablentendedto replacedisposable

productsMore detailsin thededicatecchapter

8. MDM - Biodiversity monitoring worldwide - in different protectedareasn Romaniaandabroad Long-term

projectthat aimsto inventoryand monitor biodiversityin variousprotectedareasworldwide in orderto highlight

their health This yeartherehavebeennumerougrips to Romaniaandonetrip to the RepublicMoldova,

thelatterbeingsupportedy thecollaboratiorwith EPCEnvironmentalConsultingSRL
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We started the project aimed at é 4 -
conservingthe aquatic speciesof birds Ry i
in the DanubeDelta BiosphereReserve,

makingnumerougripsin thefield.

Fulica atra (eurasian coot) and Aythya ferina (commo ppochard)
Photo: Marin loni St

Hunting traks in protected areas
Phot o: Marin | o
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And ... because monitoring the birds
Is not without surprises..other than
the winged ones ....

Anser anser (greylag goose)
Phot o: Marin

Lutra lutra (eurasian otter)
Video capture: Elena Buhaciuc-l o ni g

Anser albifrons (greater white-fronted goose)
Photo: Marin | oni
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Cygnus olor (mute swan) {,5;;
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Mareca strepera (gadwall)
Phot o: Marin |1 oni "Ht
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